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July 27, 2009

Ms. Lesley Leonard

Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Atlantic
Code EV22 (USWTR OEIS/ EIS Project Manager)
6506 Hampton Blvd

Norfolk, VA 23508-1278

RE:  Department of the Navy - Final Overseas Environmental Impact Statement/
Environmental Impact Statement for the Undersea Warfare Training Range (USWTR)
Offshore Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida - SAI # FL200905014727C

Dear Ms. Leonard:

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP or Department), designated
as the state’s lead coastal management agency, coordinated a review of the Department
of the Navy’s (Navy) final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Coastal Zone
Management Act Consistency Determination (CCD) for the Undersea Warfare Training
Range (USWTR). USWTR will encompass an area of approximately 500 square NM
located about 50 NM offshore Jacksonville and will utilize undersea cables and sensor
nodes for anti-submarine warfare training.

PREVIOUS STATE COMMENTS REGARDING USWTR

In previous comments on the proposed project, Florida recognized the importance of
USWTR and did not object to the project concept. In letters dated November 4, 2008,
and May 12, 2009 (both enclosed), the state identified the information necessary to
complete the Florida Coastal Management Program (FCMP) consistency review of the
USWTR proposal. Since the proposed USWTR project area surrounds the North Florida
Marine Protected Area and is in proximity to the East Florida Lophelia reefs, the state
notified the Navy that benthic information specific to the project area would be
required to document avoidance and minimization of impacts, as well as to determine
mitigation for unavoidable impacts to hard- and live-bottom resources. In addition, the
state requested more detailed information on marine debris, especially parachutes to be
used and discarded during the training exercises, as well as proposed construction
methodologies.
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